
 

 	 	 The 12 Original Apostles 
 

Let us begin by defining the Title of Apostle:


( from the Greek apostolos, “person sent”)


Apostle 

	 In the New Testament originally the official name of those 
twelve of the disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to 
preach the gospel and to be with him during the course of his 
ministry on earth.




	 The word also appears to have been used in a non-official 
sense to designate a

much wider circle of Christian messengers and teachers: 


Philemon 2  New International Version 

2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—and 
to the church that meets in your home:


2 Corinthians 8:23   New International Version 

23 As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker among you; as 
for our brothers, they are representatives of the churches and an 
honor to Christ.


	 It is only those who were officially designated apostles that 
we treat in the article.


Their names and their assignments are promulgated 
throughout Matthew Chapter 10:


Matthew 10:2-4  New International Version 

2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is 
called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, 
and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
him.




Their office and needed qualifications to be an Apostle 

(1) The original qualification of an apostle, as stated by St. Peter 
on the occasion of electing a successor to the traitor Judas, was 
that he should have been personally acquainted with the whole 
ministerial course of our Lord from his baptism by John till the 
day when he was taken up into heaven.


** Today we find many people calling themselves:  Apostle this 
and Apostle that …. These are individuals that haven’t studied 
the scriptures, because if your name wasn’t one of the 12, and 
you weren’t present and part of Jesus,’ earthly ministry, then we 
know, that they don’t meet the qualifications of the office of an 
Apostle of Christ. **


(2) They were chosen by Christ himself 

(3) They had the power of working miracles. 

(4) They were inspired. 


John 16:13, 5-6   New International Version 

13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what 
he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.


(5) Their world seems to have been pre-eminently that of 
founding the churches and upholding them by supernatural 
power specially bestowed for that purpose.


(6) The office ceased, as a matter of course, with its first 
holders-all continuation of it, from the very condition of its 
existence, being impossible. 



1 Corinthians 9:1  New International Version 

Paul’s Rights as an Apostle 

9 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus 
our Lord? Are you not the result of my work in the Lord? 

Early history and training 

	 The apostles were from the lower ranks of life, simple and 
uneducated; some of them were related to Jesus according to 
the flesh; some had previously been disciples of John the 
Baptist.


	 Our Lord chose them early in his public career. 

	 They seem to have been all on an equality, both during and 
after the ministry of Christ on earth.




	 Early in our Lord's ministry he sent them out two and two to 
preach repentance and to perform miracles in his name:


Matthew 10  New International Version 

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 

10 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and 
sickness.


2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is 
called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, 
and his brother John; 


3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 


4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.


5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do 
not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 


6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 


7 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ 


8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,[a] 
drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.


9 “Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your 
belts— 


10 no bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for 
the worker is worth his keep. 




11 Whatever town or village you enter, search there for some 
worthy person and stay at their house until you leave. 


12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 


13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let 
your peace return to you. 


14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave 
that home or town and shake the dust off your feet. 


15 Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.


16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be 
as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 


17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils 
and be flogged in the synagogues. 


18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings 
as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 


19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or 
how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 


20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you.


21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; 
children will rebel against their parents and have them put to 
death. 


22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who 
stands firm to the end will be saved. 




23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I 
tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel 
before the Son of Man comes.


24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his 
master. 


25 It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants 
like their masters. If the head of the house has been called 
Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!


26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed 
that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 


27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is 
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 


28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 


29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care.[b] 


30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 


31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.


32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 


33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before 
my Father in heaven.


34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. 
I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 




35 For I have come to turn


“‘a man against his father, 
    a daughter against her mother, 
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 

36  
    a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’[c]


37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me. 


38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me. 


39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life 
for my sake will find it.


40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 


41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as 
a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 


42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will 
certainly not lose their reward.”


 



Luke 9  New International Version 

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 

9 When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them 
power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure 
diseases, 


2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to 
heal the sick. 


3 He told them: “Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, 
no bread, no money, no extra shirt. 


4 Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 


5 If people do not welcome you, leave their town and shake the 
dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 


6 So they set out and went from village to village, proclaiming the 
good news and healing people everywhere.




7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And 
he was perplexed because some were saying that John had 
been raised from the dead, 


8 others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the 
prophets of long ago had come back to life. 


9 But Herod said, “I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear 
such things about?” And he tried to see him.


     Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

10 When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they 
had done. Then he took them with him and they withdrew by 
themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 


11 but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He 
welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, 
and healed those who needed healing.


12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send 
the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and 
countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a 
remote place here.”




13 He replied, “You give them something to eat.”


They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish
—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd.” 


14 (About five thousand men were there.)


But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of 
about fifty each.” 


15 The disciples did so, and everyone sat down. 


16 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 
heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to 
the disciples to distribute to the people. 


17 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.


Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah 

18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were 
with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”


19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come 
back to life.”


20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”


Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.”


 



         Jesus Predicts His Death 
 

21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 


22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”


23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow 
me. 


24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me will save it. 


25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet 
lose or forfeit their very self? 


26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will 
be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory 
of the Father and of the holy angels.


27 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste 
death before they see the kingdom of God.”




    The Transfiguration 

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and 
James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 


29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and 
his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 


30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, 
talking with Jesus. 


31 They spoke about his departure,[a] which he was about to bring 
to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 


32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they 
became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men 
standing with him. 


33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is 
good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was 
saying.)


34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, 
and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 




35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I 
have chosen; listen to him.” 


36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. 
The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at 
that time what they had seen.


      Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy 

37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a 
large crowd met him. 


38 A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at 
my son, for he is my only child. 


39 A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into 
convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever 
leaves him and is destroying him. 


40 I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.”


41 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, 
“how long shall I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your 
son here.”




42 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the 
ground in a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the impure spirit, 
healed the boy and gave him back to his father. 


43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God.


Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time 
While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his 
disciples, 


44 “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man 
is going to be delivered into the hands of men.” 


45 But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden 
from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to 
ask him about it.


46 An argument started among the disciples as to which of them 
would be the greatest. 


47 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him 
stand beside him. 


48 Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in 
my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you all 
who is the greatest.”


49 “Master,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in 
your name and we tried to stop him, because he is not one of 
us.”


50 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not against you 
is for you.”




Samaritan Opposition 

51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, 
Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 


52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan 
village to get things ready for him; 


53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was 
heading for Jerusalem. 


54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy 
them[b]?” 


55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 


56 Then he and his disciples went to another village.


The Cost of Following Jesus 

57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will 
follow you wherever you go.”


58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the 
Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”


59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”


But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”


60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you 
go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”




61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go 
back and say goodbye to my family.”


62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”


	 They accompanied him in his journey, saw his wonderful 
works, heard his discourses addressed to the people, and made 
inquiries of him on religious matters.


	 They recognized him as the Christ of God: 

Matthew 16:16  New International Version 

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.”


Luke 9:20  New International Version 

20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”


	 And described to him supernatural power but in the 
recognition of the spiritual teaching and mission of Christ they 
made very low progress, held back as they were by weakness of 
apprehension and by national prejudices.


Luke 9:54   New International Version 

54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy 
them[a]?”


	 Even at the removal of our Lord from the earth they were yet 
weak in their knowledge, though he had for so long been 
carefully preparing and instructing them.




Luke 24:21  New International Version 

21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to 
redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this 
took place.


John 16:12  New International Version 

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.


	 	 	 On the feast of Pentecost 

Ten days after our Lord's ascension, the Holy Spirit came 
down on the assembled church, Acts 2; and from that time the 
apostles became altogether different men, giving witness with 
power of the life and death and resurrection of Jesus, as he had

declared they should: 


Luke 24:48  New International Version 

48 You are witnesses of these things.




Acts 1:8,22  New International Version 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”


22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was 
taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with 
us of his resurrection.”


Acts 2:32   New International Version 

32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.


Acts 3:15   New International Version 

15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. 
We are witnesses of this.


Acts 5:32 New International Version 

32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, 
whom God has given to those who obey him.”


Acts 13:31  New International Version 

31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled 
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses 
to our people.Later labors and history


	 First of all the mother-church at Jerusalem grew up under 
their hands, and their superior dignity and power were universally 
acknowledged by the rulers and the people. 




Acts 3:7  New International Version 

7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly 
the man’s feet and ankles became strong.Their first mission out 
of Jerusalem was to Samaria


Acts 5:12  New International Version 

The Apostles Heal Many 

12 The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the 
people. And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s 
Colonnade.


(Acts 8:5-25) where the Lord himself had, during his ministry, 
sown the seed of the gospel.


Acts 8:5-25   New International Version 

5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the 
Messiah there. 


6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, 
they all paid close attention to what he said. 


7 For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many 
who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 


8 So there was great joy in that city.


Simon the Sorcerer 

9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery 
in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that 
he was someone great, 




10 and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention 
and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of 
God.” 


11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long 
time with his sorcery. 


12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news 
of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women. 


13 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed 
Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he 
saw.


14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 


15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit, 


16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they 
had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 


17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit.


18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of 
the apostles’ hands, he offered them money 


19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I 
lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”


20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because 
you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 




21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart 
is not right before God. 


22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope 
that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 


23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”


24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that 
nothing you have said may happen to me.”


25 After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and 
testified about Jesus, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, 
preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages.


Here ends the first period of the apostles' agency, during 
which its center is Jerusalem and the prominent figure is 
that of St. Peter. 

The center of the second period of the apostolic agency is 
Antioch, where a church soon was built up, consisting of

Jews and Gentiles; and the central figure of this and of the

subsequent period is St. Paul.




	 The third apostolic period is marked by the almost entire

disappearance of the twelve from the sacred narrative and

the exclusive agency of St. Paul, the great apostle of the

Gentiles.


	 

	 Of the missionary work of the rest of the twelve we know 
absolutely nothing from the sacred narrative.


	 Friends, please remember, that You can’t buy your way into 
Heaven, or out of Hell.


Rev. Jesus Del Rio, Ed


