
 

                The Judgments Series Part 21 

	 	 God’s Judgment v the Judgment Seat  

	 As, we descend into the authority and the difference between    
God’s Judgments, we must begin by examining the exegetical origin  
and the esiegesis, misuse of the word Bema. 

	 Moreover, we must also differentiate the difference in biblical 
scripture, the hermeneutics found in scripture, so that we may ascertain 
when God is Judging someone, and when a word translated ( God’s 
Judgment Seat ) is misapplied, by some whom don’t know, what is lost 
in the translation between the original texts ( languages) found in the 
bible and the common uses of said words of the times.   



The Hebrew Meaning of Bema: βῆμα ► 


(Strong's #968 — Noun Neuter — bema — bay'-ma )

primarily, "a step, a pace" (akin to baino, "to go"), as in Acts 7:5 , translated 
"to set (his foot) on," lit., "foot-room," was used to denote a raised place or 
platform, reached by steps, originally that at Athens in the Pnyx Hill, where 
was the place of assembly; from the platform orations were made. 


The word became used for a tribune, two of which were provided in the law 
courts of Greece, one for the accuser and one for the defendant; it was 
applied to the tribunal of a Roman magistrate or ruler, Matthew 27:19;   
John 19:13; Acts 12:21, translated "throne;" 18:12,16,17; 25:6,10,17. 

	 God’s Judgment ( Example ) 

Numbers 14:26-39 NIV:  

26 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: 


27 “How long will this wicked community grumble against me? I 
have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. 


28 So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Lord, I will do to 
you the very thing I heard you say: 


29 In this wilderness your bodies will fall—every one of you 
twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and 
who has grumbled against me. 


30 Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to 
make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua 
son of Nun. 


31 As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, I 
will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. 


https://www.bibleportal.com/lexicons/greek/968.html


32 But as for you, your bodies will fall in this wilderness. 


33 Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering 
for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the 
wilderness. 


34 For forty years—one year for each of the forty days you 
explored the land—you will suffer for your sins and know what it 
is like to have me against you.’ 


35 I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will surely do these things to 
this whole wicked community, which has banded together 
against me. They will meet their end in this wilderness; here they 
will die.”


36 So the men Moses had sent to explore the land, who returned 
and made the whole community grumble against him by 
spreading a bad report about it— 


37 these men who were responsible for spreading the bad report 
about the land were struck down and died of a plague before the 
Lord. 


38 Of the men who went to explore the land, only Joshua son of 
Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh survived.


39 When Moses reported this to all the Israelites, they mourned 
bitterly.




Numbers 21:29 NIV: 

29  
Woe to you, Moab! 
    You are destroyed, people of Chemosh! 
He has given up his sons as fugitives

and his daughters as captives 
    to Sihon king of the Amorites.


** Example: whenever you read the word (WOE) this is a 
sign that the Lord has instantly rendered judgment upon 
that subject, person, place in the bible.  

	 	 	 The Participants at the Bema 

	 All the passages dealing with the Bema or rewards are 
addressed to believers or pertain to believers of the church 
(Rom. 14:10-12; 1 Cor. 3:12f; 2 Cor. 5:9f; 1 John 2:28; -            
1 Thess. 2:19-20; 1 Tim. 6:18-19; Tit. 2:12-14 -                     



Romans 14:10-12 NIV: 

10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister[a]? Or why 
do you treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before 
God’s judgment seat. 


11 It is written:


“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, 
‘every knee will bow before me; 
    every tongue will acknowledge God.’”[b]


12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.


1 Corinthians 3:12 NIV: 

12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 
stones, wood, hay or straw,


2 Corinthians 5:9 NIV: 

9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home 
in the body or away from it.


1 John 2:28 NIV: 

God’s Children and Sin 
28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he 
appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his 
coming.




1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 NIV: 

19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will 
glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not 
you? 


20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy.


1 Timothy 6:18-19 NIV: 

18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to 
be generous and willing to share. 


19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the 
life that is truly life.


Titus 2:12-14 NIV: 

12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age, 


13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 


14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and 
to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do 
what is good.


(note the emphasis on good works) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/mclean/niv/1Tim.6.18-1Tim.6.19


 

	 The resurrection program and the thus the reward of Old 
Testament saints occurs after the tribulation, after church age 
saints are already seen in heaven and rewarded and returning 
with the Lord to judge the earth:  
(cf. Rev. 19:8 with Dan. 12:1-2; Matt. 24). 

Revelation 19:8 NIV: 

8  
Fine linen, bright and clean, 
    was given her to wear.”


(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 



Daniel 12:1-2 NIV: 

The End Times 
12 “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your 
people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not 
happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that 
time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the 
book—will be delivered. 


2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some 
to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.


Matthew 24 NIV: 

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times 

24 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his 
disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 


2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not 
one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown 
down.”


3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 
to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and 
what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”


4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 


5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ 
and will deceive many. 




6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you 
are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to 
come. 


7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 


8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.


9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to 
death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 


10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray 
and hate each other, 


11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many 
people. 


12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will 
grow cold, 


13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 


14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.


15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination 
that causes desolation,’[a] spoken of through the prophet Daniel
—let the reader understand— 


16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 


17 Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of 
the house. 


18 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 




19 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and 
nursing mothers! 


20 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the 
Sabbath. 


21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the 
beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.


22 “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, 
but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 


23 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ 
or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 


24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform 
great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 


25 See, I have told you ahead of time.


26 “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do 
not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 


27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the 
west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 


28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.


29 “Immediately after the distress of those days


“‘the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light; 
the stars will fall from the sky, 
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’[b]




30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And 
then all the peoples of the earth[c] will mourn when they see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and 
great glory.[d] 


31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they 
will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the 
heavens to the other.


32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs 
get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is 
near. 


33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it[e] is 
near, right at the door. 


34 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away 
until all these things have happened. 


35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never 
pass away.


The Day and Hour Unknown 
36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son,[f] but only the Father. 


37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the 
Son of Man. 


38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah 
entered the ark; 




39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the 
flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man. 


40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other 
left. 


41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken 
and the other left.


42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what 
day your Lord will come. 


43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at 
what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept 
watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 


44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come 
at an hour when you do not expect him.


45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master 
has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them 
their food at the proper time? 


46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing 
so when he returns. 


47 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 


48 But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My 
master is staying away a long time,’ 


49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and 
drink with drunkards. 




50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does 
not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 


51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the 
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

	 All believers, regardless of their spiritual state, will be 
raptured and will stand before the Bema to give an account of 
their lives and will either receive rewards or lose rewards.  

	 Some believe in a partial rapture theory which says that only 
those in fellowship with the Lord will be raptured as a form of 
punishment for their sin.  

	 As mentioned above, this is not only contrary to the finished 
work of Christ who once and for all paid the penalty for our sins, 
but it is contrary to the teaching of 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11. 



1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 NIV: 

9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we 
may live together with him. 


11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing.


	  

	 The context suggests that Paul has in mind the return of 
Christ for the church—the rapture: (1 Thess. 4:13-18).  



1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NIV: 

Believers Who Have Died 
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed 
about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the 
rest of mankind, who have no hope. 


14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we 
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen 
asleep in him. 


15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. 


16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 


17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
so we will be with the Lord forever. 


18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.




	 The rapture is the means of our deliverance from the wrath 
he discusses in chapter 5:1-3.  

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 NIV: 

The Day of the Lord 
5 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not 
need to write to you, 


2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night. 


3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will 
come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, 
and they will not escape.


	 Further, the words “awake or asleep” of verse 10 refer to a 
spiritual or moral condition, not whether one is alive or dead 
when Christ returns as in 4:13-14.  

1 Thessalonians 5:10 NIV: 

10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we 
may live together with him.


1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 NIV: 
Believers Who Have Died 
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed 
about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the 
rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with 
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.




	 This is clear from both the context of 5:4-8 and by the fact 
he changed the words he used for sleep. 


	 He used the Greek katheudo in 5:10 rather than koimao,    
the word he used metaphorically in 4:13-14 of physical 
death.  

	 Though katheudo was used of physical sleep and even 
death, it was also commonly used of spiritual apathy or carnal 
indifference to spiritual matters, and this is clearly the context of 
chapter 5.  

	 The point, then, is this:  

	 Because of the perfect and finished nature of Christ’s death 
(note the words “who died for us” of verse 10), whether we are 
spiritually alert or not, we will live together with Him through 
the rapture to face the examination of the Bema. 



How do we obtain the Forgiveness of our Sins?  

 
 

How do we get right with God, regardless of our individual sins?


	 Just say this Prayer and all of your sins will be forgotten, and 
you will have Eternal life, with Christ Jesus, in Heaven:


	 Lord Jesus, I repent of all my sins, and I ask you to come into 
my life a be my Lord and Savior.


	 Friends, if you prayed that prayer, I believe that you are born 
again, and you have ever lasting life, get in a good bible teaching 
church, and may you keep growing, in the Lord, and may HE use you 
to help save many souls for His Kingdom !


In, Jesus Mighty Name!


Rev. Jesus Del Rio, Ed


