CHARLES SPURGLEON

What Is Premillennialism?

Premillennialism holds to a literal interpretation of the end
times. It sees the events in Revelation 19-20 as a futuristic,
progressive chronology, which include 12 phases.

Many. Christians favor a literal interpretation of Revelation, but critics
argue that there a lot of hermeneutical gaps in Premillennialism.

One of the most fascinating subjects and most heated discussions
within Christian theology is eschatology, otherwise known as the study of
the end times.



There are three major interpretations of the relationship between
Jesus Christ’s Second Coming and the 1,000-year millennial period
described in Revelation 19 and 20- premillennialism, postmillennialism,
and amillennialism.

I will unpack premillennialism by offering a definition, mapping out a
general timeline, and discussing the pros and cons of this view.

Definition of Premillennialism in Eschatology

Premillennialism holds to a literal interpretation of the end times.

It sees the events in Revelation 19-20 as a futuristic, progressive
chronology, which include:

The Rapture;

The rise of a single antichrist;

A seven-year tribulation

The Second Coming of Christ;

The Battle of Armageddon;

The judgment of the antichrist and the binding of Satan

The resurrection of the dead;

The establishment of a 1,000-year reign of peace (the Millennium);
The release of Satan and one final rebellion

The final judgment;

The beginning of the New Heaven and the New Earth (“the eternal state”)



Historic Versus Dispensationalist Premillennialism

Within premillennialism, adherents are divided into “Historic” (or
“Covenant”) Premillennialists (CP), and “Dispensational” Premillennialists
(DP).

Both groups fall under “premillennialism” because they believe that
the Second Coming will occur prior to the 1,000-year millennial period.

However, there are significant differences between these two
perspectives, regarding the rapture and modern-day Israel.

Historic Premillennialism (HP)

Is post-tribulation in that they believe the rapture of the church will
occur after the 7-year tribulation.

It maintains that the church will be caught up to meet Christ in the air and
then escort him to the earth in order to share in his literal thousand-year
rule.

HP sees no radical theological distinction between Israel and the
Church.

It believes that the Church replaces Israel’s promises and, as such,
the millennium will be for the Church—not Israel.

The term “historic” is used because many of the church fathers,
including Justin Martyr and Irenaeus in the 2nd century, held to this view.

Proponents of this view include John Gill, Charles Spurgeon, John
Piper, Albert Mohler, Francis Schaeffer, Carl F. H. Henry, Harold Lindsell,
D.A. Carson, Bryan Chapell, and Gordon Clark.
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Dispensational premillennialism (DP)

offers the most complex chronology of the
end times.

It argues that the current church age will end with the rapture of the
church (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17), which, along with the appearance
of the Antichrist, marks the beginning of the seven-year great tribulation on
earth.

DP also believes that God has a place for both national Israel -
(cf. Romans 11:28-29) and the church (“faithful Israel”; cf. Revelation 7:4).

DP states that, during the current age, Jews must accept Jesus as
their Savior before Jesus can return in glory to establish his millennial
reign.

Then, during the Millennium, Christ will sit on the throne of David and
rule the world from Jerusalem; Israel will be given the place of honor
among the nations again, and the temple will be rebuilt with temple
sacrifices reinstituted as memorial sacrifices.

The modern dispensational form of premillennialism traces its roots to
the 1830s with John Nelson Darby (1800-1882), the popularization of the
Scofield Reference Bible, and, on an academic level, with Lewis Sherry
Chafer’s eight-volume Systematic Theology.

Proponents of this view include Wayne Grudem, Erwin Lutzer,
Charles L. Feinberg, John Walvoord, Charles Ryrie, and J. Dwight
Pentecost, and it was popularized through Hal Lindsey’s 1970 bestseller,
The Late, Great Planet Earth, and the Left Behind Series by Tim LaHaye
and Jerry Jenkins.

The Bible is God's declaratory revelation
to man containing the great truths about
God, about man, about history, about
salvation, and about prophecy that God

wanted us to know. The Bible could be
trusted just as much as if God had taken
the pen and written the words Himself.

— John 7 (Walveord —
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Premillennialism Pros
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Many Christians favor a literal interpretation of Revelation.

Premillennialists argue that Revelation is not simply about the
apocalypse.

Rather, it is about eschatology (the plan of God), about redemption,
about the proper theocracy, and about eternity.

It is about principled ends, but not an elimination of the earth (there
will be a new one).

This comprehensive list of events gives people hope.

Amid evil, injustice, and pain, we can look ahead, knowing what the
end will look like.

There is a purpose and a plan for when and how Jesus is going to rid
the earth of evil, and we can look forward to that.



Premillennialism Cons

Critics argue that there are a lot of hermeneutical gaps in Premillennialism.

Sam Storms talks about the problem that sin and death continue,
even after Jesus comes back to establish his Millennium.

What does it say about Christ’s reign if bondage and corruption
remain?

Shouldn’t death be defeated with the return of Christ -
(cf. 1 Corinthians 15)?

There is also the question of why Christians are raptured before the
tribulation, if at all.

This sort of interpretation can lead to a disengaged and disinterested
view of the end times.

If Christians think they’re not going to be around for any of the end-
time events, why should they care?

Finally, dispensational premillennialism’s views on modern-day Israel
have taken a substantial foothold within American politics, often
complicating current discussions of the Middle East.



How do we obtain the Forgiveness of our Sins? :

How do we get right with God, regardless of our
individual sins?

Just say this Prayer and all of your sins will be forgotten, and you will
have Eternal life, with Christ Jesus, in Heaven:

Lord Jesus, | repent of all my sins, and | ask you to come into my life
a be my Lord and Savior.

Friends, if you prayed that prayer, | believe that you are born again,
and you have ever lasting life, get in a good bible teaching church, and
may you keep growing, in the Lord, and may HE use you to help save
many souls for His Kingdom !

In, Jesus Mighty Name!

Rev. Jesus Del Rio, Ed



